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@Access is a nonprofit organization committed to "';»
fostering a more equitable and inclusive environment for IN

people with disabilities in the STEM community. By
developing and promoting advanced methods of
inclusion, they aim to break down the barriers that keep
kdisab(ed students from pursuing STEM careers.

Their focus on community development and STEM
education has helped to create more supportive spaces
for historically excluded groups interested in science,

especially astronomy. SciAccess has collaborated with
several organizations, including NASA, to help them
k develop more accessible programs and events.

Their notable AstroAccess program in particular
strives to increase accessibility in space research
and astronaut training, which helped make it

possible for Michi Benthaus to become the first
wheelchair user to fly in space.

With a network of members across 65
different countries, their contribution
to uplifting disabled voices has been
recognized and honored both
nationally and internationally. /

They received the Dr. Jacob Bolotin Award from the
National Federation of the Blind for their innovative

approaches to increasing accessibility for blind people.
They've also received the Falling Walls Engage Prize,

which is a global title awarded for breakthrough work

Q&cience engagement.
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Assistive technologies are tools that help people with
disabilities, injuries, or limited mobility - but sometimes,
the specific tool an individual needs is too expensive,

doesn't fit or work well, or simply doesn't exist yet! This
is where ARISE Adaptive Design comes in.

The organization got its start about a decade ago, building
from a single spark — a design workshop organized by Dr.
Nienke Dosa, a Professor of Pediatrics and Family Medicine at
Upstate University Hospital. Dr. Dosa brought together
clinicians, designers, students, and other volunteers to work
with young children in need of assistive technology solutions.

Community support for the event was strong from the start
and continued to grow, leading to the establishment of a
permanent Adaptive Design program through ARISE (now
Indera), a regional non-profit organization that provides
services and advocates for people with disabilities.

The program today is still powered by community
volunteers and still relies on a co-design approach,
helping children and adults throughout Central New

York collaborate with clinicians and makers to design
technology solutions that fit their specific needs - from
3D-printed equipment to entirely custom creations.
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Connor McGough, the program coordinator, says
that their work is inspired by a clear philosophy: it's
rarely a question of whether someone is capable of
doing something, but whether they have the right
tools. With the help of the community, Adaptive
kDesign is working to provide just that.




