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“	Welcome to 
the MOST—
where people 
of all ages 
discover, learn, 
& play. ”
	 –	 Toni Martin
		  most president

MILTON J. RUBENSTEIN
MUSEUM OF SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY



discover
“	Our regular visits to the MOST have made my children natural discoverers— 
	 they are curious at home, school and at play. ”

– Jennifer Smith, member

A part of the MOST’s mission is to bring science 
into the community, in 2016 the MOST created  
biweekly Science Minute videos to share 
the Education Department staff’s knowledge  
via social media. The videos are posted on 
Facebook, YouTube and our website.

2016 marked the beginning of the MOST's  
new leadership. President Toni Martin and 
Executive Vice President Lauren Kochian  
welcome you to the MOST.

The MOST is accessible for people of all abilities, 
and has wheelchairs that people can use 
during their visit. These seniors came to tour 
Nature’s Machines: Biomechanics and were 
grateful for the use of the wheelchair.

On May 18, 2016 a new website launched 
that was much easier to navigate, both by  
computers and cellphones. Visitors may buy 
tickets and memberships and access the daily 
calendar of events online.

Syracuse City School District fourth- and 
eighth-graders toured Nature’s Machines: 
Biomechanics as part of fall 2016’s Science 
Learning Partnership, a program that brings  
all kindergarten, fourth-, and eighth-grade 
SCSD students to the MOST for hands-on 
STEM education. The exhibit offered a view 
of living organisms as machines built by 
evolution. At 5,000 square feet, Biomechanics 
from Chicago’s Field Museum was the largest 
traveling exhibit the MOST has hosted.



A total of 76 rising ninth-grade students  
participated in the 2016 Honeywell Summer  
Science Week, the 11th annual week-long 
summer camp. The MOST brings students  
outside to conduct experiments that assess  
the quality of the Onondaga Lake watershed, 
from its headwaters to the lake itself. The 
campers spend the last day of the camp  
working on a project to improve the quality  
of the environment, usually by planting native  
species around the lakeshore.

A total of 102 students in 22 teams participated 
in the second annual Regional VEX IQ Robotics 
Challenge, one of four design, build, and 
compete student STEM competitions, on  
January 23, 2016. Students built robots that 
can perform tasks specific to the year’s game, 
then have one minute to complete as many 
tasks as possible. Students worked in teams 
to learn basic programming, an occupation 
that is expected to grow 18 percent by 2022.

A team of students carried their Rocket Team 
Challenge entry to the launch area on June 4, 
2016. Ninety-nine teams totaling nearly  
500 students participated in the 14th annual 
Rocket Team Challenge, one of four design, 
build, and compete student STEM competitions, 
in 2016. They learned the development stages 
of design by applying skills of rocketry basics, 
including math, to successfully launch their 
own rocket. It’s literally rocket science!

The 37th annual Science & Engineering Fair 
marked one of its greatest successes in 2016. 
Alexander Wulff, then a junior at Skaneateles 
High School, won a fourth place Grand Prize in  
the embedded systems category and a Patent  
and Trademark Office Society Special Award 
for his CastMinder invention. The tiny sensor 
device he built is placed inside casts to alert 
orthopedic doctors if there is a problem with 
a mending bone. 

Nearly 200 teams made up of 588 students 
in grades four through 12 participated in the 
17th annual Bridges Build ’Em & Bust ’Em 
Competition, one of four design, build, and 
compete student STEM competitions, on  
November 12, 2016. Students researched truss  
bridges, developed a design, and built a 
bridge out of balsa wood. Teams come to the 
MOST for a day of competition, which entails 
putting stress on the bridge until it breaks. 

In 2016, the second year of Steamboat 
Challenge—one of four design, build, and 
compete student STEM competitions—the 
number of teams and students participating 
doubled. Teams of students designed and 
built small boats that are powered by steam  
from water heated by a tea light candle.  
Students learned about different forms of  
energy, and especially how to apply steam 
energy to cause motion.

Approximately 17,000 students a year visit the MOST as part of class field trips, homeschool 
learning or other groups. These visits can also include workshops. Here a student is working 
on DNA extraction using fruit.

“	We visited the MOST in November. Thanks again for the program. 
	 The plant part was excellent! My students are still making  
	 connections: ‘Remember, like what we saw at the MOST! ’”

– Tim Upton, fourth grade teacher, Syracuse City School Districtlearn



A MOST science educator shows a visitor how 
to wrap a rubber band around taped-together 
cups to make them fly.  MOST science educators  
work on the museum floor every weekend  
and every day during school breaks to provide 
extra science activities for our guests. 

The MOST began staying open until 8 p.m. 
on Thursdays to accommodate busy families;  
and partnered with the Technology Alliance 
of Central New York (TACNY) to offer Sweet  
Science Series discussions of STEM topics, 
aimed at adults, six evenings a year. 

The MOST’s Polar Express Pajama Parties are 
a great Syracuse tradition that sell out every 
weekend during the holiday season. The events 
combine hands-on activities, a visit with  
Santa, and a showing of The Polar Express in 
the Bristol IMAX® Omnitheater. 

“I thought that was the best museum ever. I loved the craters 
	 that I made. It was a fun time playing and learning there.  
	 I hope I can come back. ”

– Piper, fourth grade student, Syracuse City School District

The MOST is open seven days a week in summer. 
Each week has a different STEM topic, with 
hands-on activities that relate to the topic.

In 2012, the MOST began offering monthly Sensory Friendly Time. Children with autism 
and other sensory processing challenges can enjoy the museum, without the noise 
and flashing lights of the exhibits.

play



Gifts & Grants
44%

Public Support
8%

 

Special Events
6%

Support & Revenue $2,421,425

Admissions & Programs
42%

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 MUSEUM OF SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

Alfred Boudreau
senior tax manager
Firley, Moran, Freer & Eassa CPA, P.C.

Philip Bousquet
partner
Bousquet Holstein, Attorneys PLLC

Karyn Burns
director of communications and 
government relations
MACNY

Patrick Dooher
partner
Fust Charles Chambers, LLP

Dr. Timothy Eatman
assistant professor
Syracuse University, School of Education

Edgar Galson
retired
Galson Engineers

Arthur Hamlin
director of economic development
Upstate NY – National Grid

Howard Hollander
president emeritus
Technology Alliance of Central NY

Edward Kochian
deputy county executive (retired)

Betty Ann Kram
consultant

Joseph Lauko
exec. vice president
intelligence & information systems
SRC, Inc.

George Lee
sales agent
Pyramid Brokerage Company

Jeffrey Rubenstein
president
Shadowfax Communications, Inc.

David Schlosser
partner 
Schopfer Architects

David Schneckenburger
president
Thompson & Johnson Equipment

Richard Schneider
exec. vice president
LeChase Construction

Marcene Sonneborn
sbir & innovation specialist
TDO Solutions

Dr. Charles Spuches
associate provost for outreach
SUNY ESF

Richard Sykes
president
RHS Holdings

Carol Wandner
honorary trustee

Toni Martin
president
MOST

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
MUSEUM OF SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY FOUNDATION

Laila Kobrossy Audi
executive in residence
LeMoyne College

Alfred Boudreau
senior tax manager
Firley, Moran, Freer & Eassa CPA, P.C.

Mike Brunner
senior client manager
Bank of America

Tracy Couto
executive director
NY Family Business Center

Patrick Dooher
partner
Fust Charles Chambers, LLP

Dr. Edward Downing
physician-pulmonology

Linda Ervin
onondaga county legislator
17th District

Andrew Flamik
controller
Usherwood Office Technologies

David Foor
president
Visual Technologies

David Holstein
partner
Bousquet Holstein, Attorneys PLLC

2016 DONORS
  
Corporate, Foundation, and 
Organizational Support 

$10,000 and up
The Allyn Foundation Inc.
Bank of America
Downtown Committee
First Niagara
Green Family Foundation, Inc.
Honeywell
Jim & Juli Boeheim Foundation
Lockheed Martin
National Grid
OBG
SRC, Inc.
S.U. College of Engineering & Computer Science
Technology Club of Syracuse

$5,000 to $9,999
Anoplate Corporation
Best Buy Foundation
Bristol-Myers Squibb
Dominion Foundation
Time Warner Cable

$2,000 to $4,999
Ascension Gaming Network, Inc.
Bond, Schoeneck & King, PLLC
CNY Community Foundation
The Dorothy & Marshall M. Reisman Foundation
Leon Shapiro Motor Sales Inc.
Mountain Goat Run Foundation
OMC Financial Services
The Richard Mather Fund

$1,000 to $1,999
BlueRock Energy Inc.
Bull & Bear Roadhouse
C&S Companies
Darco Manufacturing
Le Moyne College
Modern Malt
Schopfer Architects
Sugarman Law Firm LLP
Thompson & Johnson Equipment Co. Inc.

$500 to $999
1st Point LLC
7 Enterprises
Arc of Onondaga
ASCE Syracuse
ASHRAE
Bank of New York Mellon
Catania Orthodontics
Christian Brothers Academy
Community Bank
Crouse Hospital
Grossman St. Amour CPA
Jewish Federation of CNY
Labella Associates, DPC
Manlius Pebble Hill School
The Marrone Law Firm, LLC
Midstate Youth Hockey Association
Nickels Energy Solutions
Park Strategies
Petr-All Petroleum Corporation
Ragan Real Estate
Romano Chrysler Jeep
Syracuse Crunch
The Gifford Foundation

$100 to $499
Central STANYS
CH2M

Cornell University Div. of Financial Affairs
Elmcrest Children’s Center, Inc.
IEEE Syracuse Section
IBEW Local Union 43
Mackenzie Hughes, LLP
Price Chopper’s Golub Foundation
Robotics Education & Competition Foundation
SWBR Architects
Turner Construction Company

Individual Gifts

$10,000 and up
Mrs. Elaine Rubenstein                            
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Rubenstein                   
Mr. and Mrs. William Cohen                          

$5,000 to $9,999
Mr. and Mrs. James Sonneborn                      
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Sykes                        
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Kochian                    

$2,000 to $4,999
Mr. and Mrs. James Burns
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Byrne                           
Drs. Jayne and Larry Charlamb                     
Dr. and Mrs. Edward Downing                       
Mr. and Mrs. H. Ernest Hemphill                  
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Lauko                         
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Mackenzie                      
Mr. and Mrs. Terry Madden                         
Mr. and Mrs. John Marsellus
Mr. and Mrs. Rick Pooler
Mr. and Mrs. David Schlosser                      
Mr. and Mrs. Milton Stevenson, IV                      

$1,000 to $1,999
Anonymous Donor
Mr. Tim Atseff and Ms. Peggy Ogden                
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Audi                          
Dr. and Mrs. Glenn Axelrod                        
Mr. and Mrs. Donald T. Doherty                    
Mr. and Mrs. Allen Galson                         
Mr. and Mrs. Edgar Galson
Dr. Roberta Johnson                               
Dr. Jeffrey Kirshner and Ms. Lorraine Rapp        
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Leatherman
Mr and Mrs. Lee R. Martin
Mr. and Mrs. Steve McCarthy                       
Mr. and Mrs. George McGuire
Mr. and Mrs. Brian McIntyre                       
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Mower               

$500 to $999
Mr. and Mrs. William Berinstein
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Brunner                      
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Dooher                       
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Frye
Ms. Lauren Kochian
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Miron                         
Mr. and Mrs. David Panasci                        
Ms. Janice Whitcraft and Mr. Hart Seely           

Michael Humphrey
ceo
Syracuse Orthopedic Specialists

Carl Isley
vice president
M & T Bank

Brian Leaton

Mary Jo MacKenzie, Esq.

Terrance Madden
senior vice president
O’Brien & Gere

Toni Martin
president
MOST

George McGuire
partner
Bond, Schoeneck & King 

Cheryl McIntyre
director, complex systems
Lockheed Martin Corp.

Adam Musyt
meteorologist
CNY Central, NBC3, CBS5, CW6

James Nicoll
partner
Mackenzie Hughes, LLP

Margaret Gillette Ogden
owner
Peggy Ogden Solutions in Philanthropy  

Joe Rossi
managing director
Park Strategies, LLC

Elaine Rubenstein
community volunteer

Jeffrey Rubenstein
president
Shadowfax Communications, Inc.

David Schneckenburger
president
Thompson & Johnson Equipment

Cynthia Scott
owner
OMC Financial Services

Milt Stevenson IV
president of engineering
Anoplate Corp.

Sabrina Webster
sr. relationships manager
KeyBank

Lauren Kochian
executive vice president
MOST

List as of December 31, 2016

Programs & Exhibits
89%

Administration
& General

7%

 

Fundraising & 
Development

4%

Expenditures $2,397,717

In September 2016, the MOST launched  
a matching gift campaign. Thanks to 
an anonymous corporation, gifts of   
$2,000 or more are matched dollar for  
dollar until $1 million is reached.
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Savoring Science
JULY 12, 2016
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